
VERDICT: Somehow, The Surreal Life has become the safest bet. It’s a miracle!
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JON OLSSON 
TO MOUNT A 
SKI-RACING 
COMEBACK?
That’s him, the 10-time X Games 
medalist, sitting on his “little” 
brother’s shoulders. The younger 
Olsson, Hans, 24, races for Sweden on 
the World Cup circuit. And this past 
January, Jon, who also raced for the 
national team before becoming the 
world’s biggest freeskier, decided he 
would make a racing comeback—in 
time to make the 2014 Olympics at 
age 32. Jon has bet Swedish racer 
Jens Byggmark $8,000 he’ll do it. 
But did Jon really think about the 
potential fallout? There are a few ways 
to mount a comeback and not all of 
them work. Many result in humiliation, 
bankruptcy, and…a chance encounter 
with Ron Jeremy. Here’s a rough guide 
to four paths to fame reclamation.

In 2005, Kye Petersen traveled to 
Chamonix to ski a 50-degree cou-
loir on the Rond Glacier. It was the 

same line that killed his father—famed 
ski mountaineer Trevor Petersen—nine 
years earlier. Kye’s mother, Tanya, was 
nervous, but the 15-year-old wasn’t 
alone. Glen Plake, a friend of his late 
father’s, was there helping him on the 
descent, along with Mike Hattrup. Also 
on the trip were a film crew and William 
A. Kerig, who writes about the expedi-
tion in his new book, The Edge of Never
(Stone Creek Publications). Kerig ini-
tially orchestrated the trip to Chamonix 
as a scene for the ski documentary 
Steep, but he was eventually bumped 
from the project 
and footage of 
Kye was cut. 
Now, in The 
Edge of Never,
Kerig writes 
about the bonds 
between skiers, 
fatherhood 
(Kerig’s son was 
born the night 
before he left 
for Chamonix), 
and his own 
ski ambitions. In some of the most 
interesting passages, Kerig examines his 
personal drive: A grown man convincing 
a 15-year-old to ski a deadly couloir, he’s 
subjecting skiers to danger for his own 
benefit. But, he concludes, it’s worth it to 
reveal “the soul of the sport,” the famil-
ial bonds that form between passionate 
skiers. While the potential for clichéd 
“So there I was…” adventure writing is 
great, Kerig avoids that pitfall with clear 
prose that delves into why skiers take 
such risks and why we feel compelled to 
document their stories.  

—RACHEL ODELL

THE EDGE 
OF NEVER
A new book looks at ski 
mountaineering and the 
Petersen family saga.

He ain’t heavy, he’s 
my fashion model.

SKI
RACING

BAND REUNION 
TOUR

CAST ON THE
SURREAL LIFE

CAST IN A
TARANTINO

FILM

✓Endure cowbell 
whacking? ✓

✓Wake up with 
cold sores? ✓ ✓

Fend off saggy 
groupies? ✓ ✓ ✓

✓
Share cramped buses 

with sweaty men 
you’ll grow to hate? ✓

Find yourself 
sharing a shower 

with Ron Jeremy? ✓
Get snubbed at 

the Playboy 
mansion? ✓ ✓ ✓

✓
Get smacked in 
the nuts with a
 bamboo pole? ✓

✓Wear spandex 
in public? ✓

Withstand a 
James Lipton 

interview? ✓
Wake up covered in 

chocolate cake...only it’s 
not chocolate cake? ✓ ✓

✓Suffer public 
humiliation? ✓ ✓ ✓

✓
Find yourself 

wearing Moon Boots 
indoors?
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